
Dense Pack Technology
On Sept. 13, Vectren filed a request with the Indiana Utility 
Regulatory Commission (IURC) to install dense pack 
technology on two coal-fired electric generation units at 
its A.B. Brown power plant in Posey County, Ind. Dense 
pack technology is an energy efficiency upgrade to the 
turbine, which allows Vectren to burn less coal while 
generating the same amount of energy. 

Project Details & Benefits
The dense pack technology will enhance Vectren’s ability to meet current and future Environmental Protection Agency rules 
given burning less coal equates to less emissions. Furthermore, the project will help conserve natural resources.

This technology has already been successfully implemented on Warrick Unit 4, which is a 300-megawatt unit located in Warrick 
County and jointly owned with Alcoa.

The request is subject to approval by the IURC.
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Fuel & Cost Savings
The project will be phased in and over time will result in burning 5 to 8% less coal than today. 

Over its useful life, which is expected to be four decades, the project will pay for itself and actually produce a bill reduction (or 
credit) for customers. The total bill reduction for a residential customer over the life cycle of the project is expected to be at least 
$30 and as much as $130, depending upon coal costs and the realized efficiency rating of the dense packs.

Note: The positive bill impacts above do not take into consideration other savings that should result from this efficiency project, 
including savings associated with reduced environmental compliance costs and reduced turbine maintenance costs; i.e. more 
efficiency translates into fewer emissions since less coal is needed and less wear and tear on the plant.

Project Costs
The project will cost around $32 million. The cost to the 
customer, however, will be offset through a reduction in 
coal burned; i.e. lower fuel costs.

NOTE: Customers pay for fuel costs, which is the coal 
burned to produce electricity. The charge is passed on to 
the customer on a dollar-for-dollar basis.
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